DUMFRIES HIGH

DUMFRIES HIGH SCHOOL PARENT COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parent Council Meeting held 28th October 2025

In Attendance: G Chalmers, J Jowett, F Martin, Councillor Hyslop, L Mann, R Challis

K Lindsay-Scott, P Cubbon and Councillor Dorward

Apologies — L Boyd, A Tennant, P Kirkpatrick, T Gibson, A Gibson, K Cowan and C Barr
Minutes:S Cowan

ACTION

1 | Welcome to the meeting

GC welcomed everyone to the meeting

2 Previous Minutes

We now have confirmation that we are registered with Volunteer Scotland for Disclosure JJ
purposes. JJ will test getting this set up and feedback.
Agreed we would proceed with the scratch cards and this would be done after Christmas.

3 | DLT Update

LF not in attendance so PC gave a brief update. SC shared updated from a tour she had
during the holidays. PC confirmed they are looking at signage, room numbers etc. Furniture
and IT needing finalised as well as closure dates.

4 | HT Update

Staff photo in the current school taking place on 2" February

There will be an open day event in February for people to attend which will be on a Saturday
afternoon

Discussed buses as it has come to light that the Torthorwald bus that had been put in place
for the Torthorwald pupils has now been removed. Councillor Hyslop and Councillor
Dorward shared this had been discussed at SWESTrans meetings also. PC will send further
emails to try and get an update and both Councillors will support this request.

Mobile phones — PC asked for parental feeling on mobile phones in schools. Discussed
being responsible with mobiles rather than banning them. PC confirmed there would be no
change t the current rules around mobiles for the time being.

October assessment week was completed prior to the holidays

S4-S6 Parents’ evening taking place in the coming weeks

Holiday absence during term time — 354 days of learning lost before the holidays with pupils
being out of school for holidays. PC acknowledged the reasons why families are taking their
children out of school however the impact is really being seen now in classes and the impact
on learning and teaching. There will be an embargo on trips and pupils being out of classes
during Term 3 to try and reduce this.

Tree of Knowledge session with S5 pupils taking place next week

Battlefields and London trips currently open for deposits to see if these will run this year

Ski trip will take place in 2027

5 | Treasurer’s Report

Current balance on account is £443.92

6 | Christmas Fayre

Still really need volunteers for on the night as a lot to do. Need at least 4 people for selling
raffle tickets on the night. A Tennant and C Barr will set up and man the Santa’s Grotto.
Jackie Byrne has kindly donate the selection boxes for the gifts from Santa. SC will organise
some S6 helpers on the night if possible. We will do some promotion next week to share
details on some raffle prizes. JJ has done a great job so far gathering in raffle gifts. LMann
will assist on the night with raffle tickets etc. FMartin will assist with santas grotto ensuring
people have tickets. Groupcall to go to parents/carers to ask if they have businesses who
would like to donate also.




Council Budget Feedback

Discussed the Council Budget and whether we would do individual responses or as a parent
council. Some people have already given their feedback.

AOCB

LMann asked about tracking reports and the need for an explanation of terms to help make
the report more meaningful. PC acknowledged this.

JJ confirmed she had been looking at sponsorship for football and basketball strips.
Sponsorship of £200 has been secured so we agreed to fund £200 from parent council
towards the rest.

Date of next meeting

2"Y December at 6pm




