DUMFRIES HIGH

DUMFRIES HIGH SCHOOL PARENT COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parent Council Meeting held 17t" September 2025

In Attendance: GChalmers, PCubbon, LFitzpatrick, KLindsay-Scott, ATennant, TGibson, LMann,
A Gibson, L Foss, L Nickel, J Jewitt, C Barr, L Boyd, Councillor Johnstone, Councillor Dorward,

R Challis, P Kirkpatrick, KCowan,

Minutes:S Cowan

ACTION

1 | Welcome to the meeting

GC welcomed everyone to the meeting as Chair. Previous minutes were agreed and GC GC
looking further into Disclosure checks required.

2 | S6 Captaincy

Deya Slavova and Oliver Emslie attended to share some updates with parents and carers on
what work they have been doing with S1 pupils. Lunchtime clubs have been organised and
are going well. Charities Committee is up and running. They will choose a different charity
each term. 3™ October is a non-uniform day. This term the charity is World Food Plan.
Assemblies have been taking place with seniors to support them and encourage good
practice for preparing for exams. The school was also recently awarded for efforts in relation
to the new school and working on some archive items.

3 Buses

PC gave an update on the buses from a school position. Locharbriggs, Heathhall and
Torthorwald bus issues have been resolved it would seem however there are outstanding
issues or pupils coming from Cargenbridge which are not able to be resolved due to funding
issues.

4 | Vaping

TGibson shared some information following an insert at her school on vaping. Vapes are
being sold online via Snapchat and discussed how we could share this information. PC
advised we had been proactive with this and have had assemblies from an education
perspective as well as input from Police. This will be monitored.

5 | DLT Update

LFoss gave an update on the new build. Inside works now underway. Easter 26 is the likely
moving time with closure dates still to be confirmed. PC stated there would have to be lots
of visits for pupils and staff arranged before the move as this will impact on pupils sitting
exams and staff getting used to their new spaces and moving items over as quickly and
efficiently as possible.

6 | HT Report

S1 starts has been positive, settling in well.

Exam results this year were again positive and above the D&G average.

GAC trips were very well received and staff from GAC were very positive about pupils.
Senior Prizegiving taking place 18" September

Staffin updates — Kirsty Houston joined us in Maths and Rory Jones is covering in Modern
Languages, he is a subject specialist.

P7 Open Evening taking place on 29t September

P7 Health & Wellbeing Day taking place on 30" September




Attendance is an ongoing concern across the school during term-time. PC acknowledges the
reduction in costs travelling during school term however this is having a real impact on
learning and teaching and attainment.

7 | Treasurer’s Report
KLS stated that the current balance was £523.17 in the pot following donations to HE/PE and
to GAC.
8 | Christmas Fayre
SC advised we have 57 vendors secured with a waiting list. Outdoor hot food is secured SC
also. Volunteers needed to take on the raffle prize collection and other duties in the lead up
to and n the night. SC will share the donations list from Jackie.
9 |AOCB
LM asked about exam results and the difference between girls and boys. PC confirmed we
would perhaps have a clearer insight to this once we get further data.
JJ asked on behalf of another parent about wearing t-shirts in hotter months. PC confirmed
pupils can loosen ties, take off blazers and wear tailored shorts. Not all pupils have t-shirts
and we don’t permit football tops to be worn.
Discussed concern from a parent re toilets. PC reiterated that pupils are allowed to the
toilets however we are trying to manage this. Ultimately if a child needs the toilet they are
permitted to ask and attend.
JJ confirmed she had spoken with a couple of companies with regards sponsorship of JJ
football tops. She will speak direct with Stuart Douglas | PE to take this forward.
10 | Date Of Next Meeting

Agreed 28" October at 6pm




