DUMFRIES HIGH

DUMFRIES HIGH SCHOOL PARENT COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parent Council Meeting held 20" September 2023

In Attendance: LLoughran, GChalmers, JByrne, LFoss, LKyle, PCubbon, LMann,
JJowett, AFritz-Hewar

Minutes:S Cowan

Apologies: TBeattie, E Palmer, JMesnikoff

ACTION

1 | Welcome to the meeting

LK welcomed everyone to the meeting.

2 | DLT Update

LF provided DLT update. Confirmed that planning permission had now been secured.
There were 28 objections however none of these were raised at the committee, there were
discussions on noise however we have plans in place for this already. Confirmed costings
have been asked for so we can be prepared to go to committee to ask for the correct
amount of funding moving forward. LF confirmed we would be working towards an October
2025 entry rather than summer. Financial close will take place around the end of the year.

3 | Regional Timetable Alignment and Additional Support for Learning Allocation

LK asked about both these items which have been discussed in the press recently. PC
advised that there have been continuing budget cuts to ASL which has resulted in the
reduction of 100 hours over 4 years for DHS. This equates to 4 staff. PC advised that we
are concerned about this moving forward as we are already at capacity with our allocation
and worry we are not meeting the needs of some of our most vulnerable pupils. PC has
asked Hew Smith to review our current allocation and are awaiting this outcome. The
regional timetable alignment work has been going on for the past year or so and the idea is
to bring all schools in line with regards start and end times etc. The Dumfries Burgh
schools are already in alignment so we would hope that our model is rolled out as this has
proven to be successful. Further consultation is taking place around this.

4 | HT Report

Exam results were fantastic and we are well above the D&G averages

Kenny Pullen has secured a new post permanently and therefore we have a
permanent Depute post advertised which closes on 26" September.

How to Pass evening was poorly attended and we need to rethink this for next year
S1 Info Evening — This was well attended as always

Galloway Activity Centre — S1 attended over 3 days and was a great trip as always
Battlefields Trip — a very packed and emotional trip that seniors have been on
Advanced Higher Biology Trip to Strathclyde — annual trip for this subject
Promethean Boards have been installed over the summer and staff are thoroughly
enjoying the benefits of these in their classrooms to enhance learning and teaching.
Uniform — PC thanked parents for their support with this and all the pupils are
looking great in their Blazers

Transition Programme in place and underway. We have P7 Play in a Day, DHS for
a Day and a HWB day all planned. PC will also visit primary schools

Senior Prizegiving takes place 21%' September and is always a great celebration of
our young people

PC advised of the opportunity to attend a Holocaust event in school on 5" October.
Anyone interested should email the school
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5 | AOCB

LK raised a concern from a parent re networking attendance. LK to pass this to PC to LK
action.

Need to start thinking about plans for Xmas Fayre on 16" November. ALL




SC to add two new members to email group.

Next meeting will take place on 1%t November at 6pm

SC

AGM

Chairman report given from L Kyle
Treasurer Report

JB shared details of the accounts. Confirmed we had received the council funding and
signatories are all in place.

Parent Council Elections

Now that L Kyle will be stepping down as Chair, elections took place for the new positions.

LLoughran advised she would remain on the parent council but would be attending as a
parent and no longer Vice-Chair. Agreed that JByrne would take on Chair, GChalmers
would take on Vice-Chair and AFritz-Hewar would take on Treasurer role. All agreed.




