
  
 
DUMFRIES HIGH SCHOOL PARENT COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Parent Council Meeting held 11th September 2024 
In Attendance:  JByrne/JJowett/L Loughran/LMann/AFritz-Hewer/PCubbon/LFitzpatrick 
Councillor Dorward/Councillor Johnstone/Councillor Hyslop/G Chalmers/F Martin/R Challis 
Apologies – L Foss, T Beattie 
Minutes:S Cowan 
 

  ACTION 

1 Welcome to the meeting  

 JB welcomed everyone to the first meeting since summer.  Previous minutes were approved.  

   

2 DLT Update  

 LF was unable to attend the meeting however PC informed everyone that progress was 
going well.  Weather had changed recently so was allowing further progress after a slight 
delay.  PC meets with the project manager every Monday for updates.  Morgan Sindall have 
attended PTC meeting to discuss curricular links across the school.  3G pitch is looking more 
likely to be ready by Christmas rather than original October deadline. 

 

    

3 HT Update  

 Exam Results – very positive attainment.  DHS are above D&G averages.  Some really 
positive personal stories relating to achievement and not always about academical 
attainment for some pupils.  Discussed issues around Higher History marking which is an 
issue across Scotland. 
 
New S1 have settled well.  Highest enrolment for a while.  GAC visits all went well and are a 
great way of building new relationships with staff and pupils together.  PC thanked Parent 
Council for their contribution towards the buses for this trip. 
 
London and Battlefields trips taking place this week. 
 
Possible CAMPS international trip offering in 2026.  Details will be shared in due course. 
 
S1 Information Evening went really well 
 
S4 How to Pass evening takes place on 17th September 
 
Senior Prizegiving takes place next week 
 
Mobiles – PC asked parents how they felt about mobiles.  Discussed real issues with social 
media but need to teach young people about responsible use rather than banning them.  PC 
stated we are looking at inserts about relationships which should help.  PC stated we would 
remain doing what we are currently and review if needed. 

 

   

4 Treasurer Report  

 AFH advised balances were: 
 
Admin account - £439.61 balance 
 
P&F account - £338.20 balance following donations given to HE/PE of £1900 and £1400 
towards the buses for GAC. 

 

   

5 Change to School Week  

 Discussed the proposed change to school week.  Some parents had attended the 

consultation event however had not been very happy with some of the answers or lack of 

transparency around the change.  PC stressed that everyone should make their vote and this 

closes on 11th October. 

 

   



6 S1 Paris Trip  

 Miss Wilson had approached looking for any assistance for funding for the S1 Paris Trip as 

this is now becoming quite expensive.  Parent Council agreed we don’t have funding 

available to offer however will keep an eye out for any funding opportunities. 

ALL 

   

7 Christmas Fayre  

 SC gave update on Christmas Fayre.  56 vendors booked so now full and have waiting list.  

Still needing outdoor catering and really struggling.  JB to meet with SC to find out what still 

needs done. 

JB/SC 

   

8 Study Leave Hoodies  

 AFH suggested study leave hoodies for pupils as a way to encourage them to attend school 

as well as raise funds.  Parent Council would purchase the hoodies and then pupils would 

buy them.  They would be permitted to wear these when in school studying rather than 

uniform as many don’t want to wear uniform whilst on study leave so therefore stay at home 

to study.  Discussed the issues around fundraising.  PC stated he would take this to Pupil 

Council to get some feedback from them directly. 

PC 

   

9 Way forward for Parent Council  

 Discussed that further ideas for parent council input is needed as well as trying to engage 

more members moving forward.  Need to raise more funding as more requests are coming in 

now. 

ALL 

   

10 AOCB  

 Issues raised about networkers at SJC from DHS and the negative comments they are 

getting from SJC pupils which is causing distress.  PC is aware and will get an update from 

Billy Davidson on this issue. 

PC 

   

11 Date of Next Meeting  

 8TH October at 6pm  

   

   

 AGM Minutes  

 Previous Minutes from AGM were shared. 

JB gave Chairperson report of the year. 

AFH gave copies of account details for the year. 

JB agreed to remain as Chair 

GC agreed to remain as Vice Chair 

AFH agreed to remain as Treasurer 

 

 


