
  
 
DUMFRIES HIGH SCHOOL PARENT COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Parent Council Meeting held 11th September 2024 
In Attendance:  JByrne/JJowett/L Loughran/T Beattie/PCubbon/LFitzpatrick/F Martin/R Challis 
K Lindsay-Scott/A Tennant/C Barr/A Gibson/T Gibson 
Apologies – Councillor Hyslop, Councillor Dorward, G Chalmers, L Mann, LFoss, Councillor Johnstone 
Minutes:S Cowan 
 

  ACTION 

1 Welcome to the meeting  

 JB welcomed everyone to the meeting and in particular al the new members.  Previous 
minutes were approved. 

 

   

2 DLT Update  

 LF was not in attendance.  PC updated that the new build progress was going well and the 
steel frame work is now completed.  The 4G pitch should be completed by Jan/Feb 2025.  
PC offered the opportunity for a site visit for Parent Council and this was welcomed.  PC to 
organise some dates.  PC advised we need to agree on entry date so as not to impact on 
pupils learning taking into account closure days that would needed. 

PC 

    

3 HT Update  

 P7 Open Evening takes place on 11th November 
PC shared some information around discussion on the timelines changing for P7 enrolments.  
Suggestions around decisions being made at end of P6 and also end of term 1 in P7.  
Discussions also around a transition day which is set across the burgh schools however 
there are difficulties in this due to numbers. 
PC shared some updated Insight data relating to attainment which just strengthens the 
picture for DHS. 
October Assessment Week taking place this week.  This will allow a progress report for 
pupils and staff moving towards prelims. 
PC confirmed school show this year will be Oliver, taking place in June 2025. 
Battlefields and London trips were a great success.  Looking to arrange these for next year. 
S1 Paris trip in 2025 is looking to be a success with 118 pupils booked to attend.  PC 
stressed again that we always try and support those families who need it most to ensure no 
pupils are missing out.  AGibson asked about PEF monies.  PC shared that we are looking to 
use this for breakfast clubs and staff to work with pupils who have attendance issues. 

 

   

4 Treasurer Report  

 AFH has now resigned post so looking for a new Treasurer.  Anyone interested to let JB 
know.  JB advised the process for drawing down parent council funds is changing moving 
forward and will keep us updated on steps. 

JB 

   

5 Change to School Week  

 JB encouraged everyone to take part in the change to school week consultation if not already 

done so.  Discussed the feedback from those who had attended so far. 

 

   

6 Christmas Fayre  

 JB thanked everyone so far for their help with this.  A list of businesses has been made to 

approach with letters for raffle prizes however disappointing response so far.  SC advised we 

need a Santa and F Martin confirmed she had managed to arrange for this we just need a 

suit.  TBeattie may have one.  SC to email al stall holders for raffle prizes.  Discussed pupils 

asking businesses which may encourage a more positive response.  SC advised we still 

need outside food vendors.  Agreed the monies from the santa tickets will go to HE again this 

year.  JB confirmed he husband’s business will sponsor the selection boxes to give out as 

santa gifts.     

 
 
SC 
ALL 

   

7 Future fundraising/direction of Parent Council  



 Christmas Fayre is the only event Parent Council arrange and need to start having more 

events throughout the year.  JJewett has created a list of ideas and what input there would 

be needed to arrange this.  SC to send this out via email once JJewett forwards.  PC stated 

he was keen also to use Parent Council as a vehicle to discuss and lead on policies for the 

school moving forward.  TGibson shared ideas from Hungary which were social events but 

also addressed strategic questions in a fun way.   

 
 
JJ/SC 

   

8 AOCB  

 JB asked about the government guidelines on uniform.  PC shared this was guidance and 

explained our reasons for the uniform and the parent body are very supportive of this 

approach. 

Date of next meeting – 26th November at 6pm 

 

 


