DUMFRIES HIGH

DUMFRIES HIGH SCHOOL PARENT COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parent Council Meeting held 7t" February 2023

In Attendance: LLoughran/EPalmer/DrChalmers/LKyle/LFoss/GByrne/AFritz-Hewar/RHewer
JMesnikoff/PCubbon

Minutes:S Cowan

Apologies: T Beattie

ACTION

1 | Welcome to the meeting

LK welcomed everyone to the meeting. Welcomed new members. SC to add to the
whatsapp group

2 | DLT Update

LFoss gave an update on DLT.

Confirmed we are running to timescale as things stand with the aim for Summer 2025.
Discussions are now taking place between Morgan Sindall looking at costs for the actual
build, which will then lead to negotiations to finalise and agree a figure. This may bring
elements of change, which will be discussed further. Stage 1 will be completed around the
end of Feb. Stage 2 will take place and conclude around Sept/Oct when construction can
then begin. Enabling works for the 3G pitches has been delayed as planning objections
were received. This means that the school and Greystone will be without a 3G pitch for up
to 3 years until the school build has concluded. LF discussed how Parent Council can
support the next stages with gathering support from families in the area. The plans will be
reviewed at the next planning meeting in May. PC asked if this could be done any earlier
however LFoss confirmed this would be unlikely.

3 | HT Update

+ Foodbank donations — PC stated that over 3,000 items had been collected for the
foodbanks prior to Christmas. Pupils and parents/carers were generous as always
at a difficult time for all families.

+ Ceilidhs took place although junior was less supported than the Senior however all
pupils who attended had enjoyed.

+ Quiz and Talent show had taken place in school following a December Christmas
programme of events and activities.

+ Prelims have just concluded and pupils will now be working towards the SQA diet.
Following meetings with Principal Teachers, there may be further communications
with home to discuss progress and next steps where required.

+ PC confirmed that we still have vacancies within Modern Languages and

Computing. This situation is far from idea and PC acknowledged the impact this is

having on pupils. EP asked about possibility of using staff from other schools

however PC explained why this was not possible at this point in time. Study
support has been offered at St Joseph’s College also. PC confirmed the annual
staffing exercise has been completed and Probationer requests have been made
however PC acknowledged the low numbers of teaching staff available nationally.

Easter School will be offered this year and further details will be shared.

Ski trip has just returned and all was successful and pupils thoroughly enjoyed.

Current S2 pupils will go to Berlin in December 2023

S1 Paris Trip and Battlefields trips all being arranged.

S3 information evening taking place Wednesday 8" February

Careers Fair for S3 and S2 pupils taking place on Thursday 9" February. This

allows pupils to talk to professionals in various fields.

UCAS applications for S6 have been completed and pupils are starting to get offers

through. This is being shared with staff so that staff can support pupils.

- FEFEEFE

4 | Treasurer Report




GByrne confirmed amounts in the two accounts held. Paperwork has been submitted to
receive the Council grants for Parent Councils. LFoss and DrChalmers both agreed to be
added as name signatories. GByrne will contact to progress.

GB

Next Meeting

Next meeting will take place on 14" March at 6pm




